
6TH MEETING OF

FUNGAL INFECTIONS STUDY FORUM

MEETINGMINUTES

MEETING DATE: 14.11.2015 AND 15.11.2015
MEETING LOCATION: PGIMER, CHANDIGARH



Following members attended the meeting.
1. Dr. Arunaloke Chakrabarti, Chandigarh
2. Dr. Atul Patel, Ahmedabad
3. Dr. Subhash Todi, Kolkata
4. Dr. Pradip Bhatacharya, Bhopal
5. Dr. Arvind Baronia, Lucknow
6. Dr. Prakash Shastri, New Delhi
7. Dr. Ram Gopalkrishan, Chennai
8. Dr. Subhash Varma, Chandigarh
9. Dr. Shivaprakash M R, Chandigarh

Dr Shirish Prayag, Dr Rajeev Soman, Dr. Tanu Singhal, Dr. Randeep Guleria, Dr
Purnima Parthasarathy, Dr. Lavanya Natankalva, and Dr. O C Abraham could not
attend the meeting.

Minutes of last meeting held on April 19, 2015 at Delhi.
Minutes were circulated to all members. No further comment or suggestion received from
members. The minutes was approved
(Action: No action required)

Recap of the last meeting
 Dr. Chakrabarti narrated the action taken in response to the decisions of the last

board meeting at Delhi.
 Other actions taken were discussed with separate agenda.

Financial Details of Mycology Masterclass, Kolkata
Dr. Todi and Dr. Shivaprakash presented the latest situation of money deposited in FISF
account. Members desired that Dr. Shivaprakash might submit the audited report in the
next board meeting at Delhi in April 2016.
(Action: Dr. Shivaprakash)

Mycology Masterclass, 2016
In absence of Dr. Rajeev Soman, Dr. Atul and Dr. Chakrabarti informed the members
regarding the plan proposed for Mycology Masterclass, 2016. It has been decided to hold
the masterclass during November 11-13, 2016 at Mumbai. The members desired that the
masterclass may be for two days instead of earlier three days. However, it was decided
that Dr. Rajeev would take the final decision. Members also desired to avoid repetition of
the sessions and too many parallel sessions. Instead of covering all topics in mycology
the next conference should be theme based. May include the wet workshops for
laboratory personals. Each members should encourage the clinical residents to attend the
conference. Identify potential foreign speakers for Mycology master class and contact
them for blocking dates.



FISF website
 Dr. Pradip requested all members to contribute for the website especially with

academic materials
 He also desired that FISF may provide some financial help to run the website

especially to hire one part time worker.
 Members agreed to provide financial help up to Rs. 5000/- every month and

maximum Rs. 60,000/- in a year to run the website.
 Management of the website should be entrusted to the professional bodies so that

it would be viable on long run.
 Dr. Ram Gopalakrishnan and Dr. Todi would act as the advisers for improvement

of the website.
(Action: Dr. Pradip to improve the website and all members to contribute for the
website. Dr. Ram and Dr. Todi to take special interest)

FISF Newsletter
Dr. Tanu informed that the newsletter is almost ready san one article. She requested Dr.
Guleria for the article. It is desired that the newsletter may be published before December
31, 2015. In future Dr. Ram may play an advisory role for future newsletters.
(Action: Dr. Tanu and Dr. Guleria; Dr. Ram for future newsletter)

Joint CME with Industry
Dr. Shastri informed that such CMEs were held with the collaboration of Glenmark,
Mylan and Pfizer at different corners of the country (Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata, and
Hyderabad). These CMEs helped in dissemination of knowledge regarding epidemiology,
diagnosis and management of fungal diseases. Some of the CMEs were webcasted as
well. After deliberation members felt that such joint CMEs may continue. FISF would
formulate a guideline that keeps transparency of the independent position of FISF. FISF
will not collaborate in any academic program sponsored by Industry outside India. The
scientific program should be vetted and designed by FISF. Invitation to the CMEs should
be provided by the FISF and not by the company. The FISF logo should not be provided
to any company to use in their promotional materials. Dr Shastri was entrusted to develop
a guidelines on the logistics and scientific issues regarding the sponsorship of the
scientific activities supported by drug companies.
(Action: Dr. Prakash Shastri)

Mucormycosis study protocol
Dr. Atul Patel presented the finalized study protocol and CRFs of the study. M/S Mylan
has agreed to sponsor the study with Rs. 20 lakh. He informed that the study might
require 1-2 lakh more. He also informed that an Investigators’ meeting was already held
at AIIMS, New Delhi on November 8, 2015. Dr. Prakash Shastri also desired to
participate in the study. After deliberation the following decisions were taken.

 The study would start from January 1, 2016.
 Dr. Prakash Shastri’s site is included
 Excess fund incurred may be sponsored from the FISF corpus fund.



 Dr. Atul would develop the definition of mucormycosis for inclusion in the study,
circulate and get feedback from the participants.

 M/S Mylan will be acknowledged in the publication.
(Action: Dr. Atul Patel)

Invasive mould infections in Indian ICUs – descriptive epidemiology, management
and outcome
Dr. Chakrabarti informed that M/S MSD Corp. has agreed to sponsor the study with Rs.
82,91,920 for 15 participating centers. As the study would require prospective extensive
search to include the cases, one Clinical Research Fellow will be provided at each center.
As the study is sponsored for 15 members only, it would be difficult to include any more
centers. However, Dr. Shirish Prayag and Dr. Prakash Shastri have desired to participate
in the study. After deliberation following decisions were taken

 The study will commence from April 1, 2016
 As the budget approved for only 15 centers, Dr. Shirish and Dr. Shastri’s centers

will remain at waiting list no. 1 and 2. If there is any drop out from those 15
centers, those centers will be accommodated

 The investigators’ meeting will be held in January, 2016 at Delhi
(Action: Dr. Arunaloke Chakrabarti)

New proposals
Dr. Subhash Todi desired to conduct a study on PK/PD of fluconazole and voriconazole
along with polymorphism study for susceptibility in the Indian population. After
deliberation, members desired that Dr. Todi may develop the study protocol and FISF
will sponsor the study.
(Action: Dr. Subhash Todi and Dr. Arvind Baronia)

FISF members who left country
At present three members are out of the country. Dr. O C Abraham would return soon.
However, it is not clear how long Dr. Purnima and Dr. Lavanya Natankalva may stay
outside. Bengaluru and Hyderabad are un-represented in FISF due to their absence. After
deliberation, it was decided that Dr. Chakrabarti would write letters to both of them. If
they would not return in near future, suitable members may replace them in the boards.
Some of the names proposed were Dr. Ranganathan Iyer (Hyderabad), Dr Suneeta
(Hyderabad), Dr Sriram Sampat (Bangalore) and Dr. Ravindra Prasad.
(Action: Dr. Chakrabarti)

Board meeting: It was proposed to hold the next board meeting on April, 2016 at Delhi.
Dr. Shastri is requested to organize the meeting.
(Action: Dr. Chakrabarti and Dr. Shastri)


